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Transition Chesterfield comments on the

Chesterfield Staveley Regeneration Route (formerly the Brimington Bypass)

Transition Chesterfieli$ a local community group whose aims are to raise awareness of the issues
associated with climate change and the need to develop a resilient, sustainableafban society.

We would like to make the following comments thre plans for Chesterfield Staley Regeneration
Route(CSRR)Ihe details given in the consultation are scant therefore we are unable to comment
fully. Wealsowrote to Derbyshire County Council @ on15 Marchfor further information on

some aspects of the scheme but theydh@t respondedby the timethis responsewas submittedso

we reserve the right to submit further comments once that information is received.

Summary
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been plannd for a very long time. However in the decades since it was planned, many things have

changed including the growing awareness of the climate emergency as well as evidence that new

roads are not the solutiofor traffic congestiorthat so many people assuntieem to be.

Transition Chesterfield considers that this scheme is an outdated and unhelpful soluti@uery

real problems of congestion, air quality aneed forregeneration of the area north of Brimington
and HollingwoodNot only is inot the best solution to many of the issues it is designed to address,
it is likely to make things worse or just shift the problem to other areas.

We believe that the redevelopment of this area would be much better served through lasssac
roads coupled with a more progressijgtacemakin@approach that prioritises walking, cycling and
public transport and local services. The evidence shows that we need to reduce traffic significantly
over the next decade, not facilitate more trafbg expansion of road capacity.

We object to the scheme for the following reasons.

1. The alleged benefits
The alleged key benefits of the scheme are that it will:

1. provide a more efficient route from the A61 to the M1.

2. improve local journeys for residenté Brimington, Hollingwood, Staveley, Barrow Hill,

Middlecroft, and Inkersall by removing traffic from the A619.

improve bus service reliability by removing traffic from the A619.

4. facilitate housing and employment growth on brownfield land in the aredmnof
Brimington and Hollingwood, as per the Chesterfield Local Plan.

5. address issues of noise and poor air quality in existing residential areas, including the Air
Quality Management Area (AQMA) near the Brimington gyratory.

w

We believe that these benefite not sufficient justification for the scheme as they can be provided
more effectively by other means, tiie scheme igust as likely to undermine the objectives.

For example, while it is likely to remove some traffic from the A619 in the short &rthe
evidence suggests that traffic levels on bypassed roads generally returnsexiptiag levels some

I Placemaking is the process of creatinglity places that people want to live, work, play, and learn in.


http://www.transitionchesterfield.org/
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years latef, while overall traffic levels are increased by increasing road capatitgre are also
alternative ways of removing traffic fronmé¢ A619 which have not been explored, for example road
pricing for HGV.s

&A common assumption is that spending on more and wider roads will ease congestion. However,
multiple studies have found that building new roads does not achieve this goal and $scadl,
generating more journeys and more traffi€?

Although no traffic figures are provided for the new scheme it is clearly designed to be a fast,
heavilytrafficked road. This will mean the traffic problems are simply shifted to a new area,
impactingpeople living either side of the new road throughout the area.

Although the main rationale for the scheme now appearbedo open up the area north of
Brimington and Hollingwood, we think this can be done with local access roads and without the
need fora busy and fast highway bisecting the area.
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roadsrather than the roads serving the new homes

Instead of assuming wider roads are always the answer, we should tackle the problem of how
people travel around by using a full toolbox of solutions, from investing in a range of transport
options toputting the services we use at the heart of new developments. This would not only keep
people moving but also support happier, healthier and better towns and cities at lower st

This roadwill do little to alleviate the noise and poor air quality fesidents near the Brimington
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to put up with traffic problemsnd air pollutionfor years. There has been little or no attempt to

reduce traffic on the A619estrict or reroute HGV trafficeconfigure the gyratory to make traffic

flow more smoothlyor other measures such afectrifying thebuses that use the route

The consultation fails to mention the many likely disbenefits of the scheme, namely:

w Additional road capacity will lead tmore traffic leading to more congestion in the long run

w Additional traffic will lead to higher emissions of carbon dioxide and air pollutants compared
to the situation without the scheme

w The road will dissect the canal andethiver causing impacts on biodiversity

The road will dissect the canal requiring the canal to be rerouted

w the road will create huge disturbance during several years of construction and when it is
operational, to a well used and much loved canal walkimgj@cling route which is also part
of the Transpennine Trail and a key part of the National Cycle Network

w The new residential areas north of Brimington and Hollingwood will have a major road
running through their neighbourhood creating noise, disturbarepollution and safety
issues.

€

2The most famous example was the Newbury Bypass, built in 1998 to relieve congestion aloBg%he A
Newbury.Not only did the new road quickly attract new traffic but tbe old, bypased road, a local traffic
study noted resurgent congestion issues by 2003 : Atkins (2005) Movement Study for Newbury

3 Campaign for Better Transpoitew roads create new traffic

4 Create Streets (202Z)omputer Says Road

5 Ibid



https://bettertransport.org.uk/roads-nowhere/induced-traffic#:~:text=When%20a%20new%20road%20is,known%20as%20'induced%20traffic
https://www.createstreets.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Computer-says-road-1.pdf
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2. Impacts on Chesterfield Canal
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It is also a key part of our walking and cycling network, with the towpath also beeadjby horse
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promote greater use of the towpathé

The multiple crossings and proximity of the road to the canal towpath will be very disruptive to
users, both during construction and once the road is open.

There are no drawings of the ro&dit it will probably need to belevatedin order to climb ovethe
canal at Station Road. As the extract from the romt&p below shows the road crossése canal
just east oBluebank LockearBilby Lanend runs very close to the caraidthrough the Bluebank
Pools Nature Reserve

Figurel: CSSRoute map showing Bluebank Locknd a canal crossinfCI&RR is thick black line)
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Figure2: Image of Bluebank Lak near one of the points where the road crosses the canal

Figure3: Bridge on Bilby Lanenear Bluebank Pools Nature Resenomkingtowards Bluebark Lock
Red line shows approximate route of road




Transition "}
C/wsterfuld Response to CSRR Consultation April 2022

Figure4: Bluebank Lock with red line showing approximate route of road
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Similarly Wheeldon Mill Lock will be severely impadigcdnother road crossing point and theRRS
only a few tens of metres away

Figure5: C&R route map section showing Wheeldon Mill Lo@B$R is thick black line)
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In short, he character of this tranquil, ruraanalroute will be completely transformed by the
proximity of this roadand the muliple crossing points

While there will be more houses built along the canal and therefore there is the opportunity for use
by the new residents, the new road will also ruin the tranquillity of the towpath for existing users. By
designing the new residentiareas around people rather than for cars, it would be possible to
increase access to the canal without the ugly scarring and impacts on it.

3. Design ofroundabouts

Theexpectedrerouting of traffic from the A619 to the new road will necessitate the redesign of the

Duke Street roundabouh Staveley to manage increased traffic flows. These changes are
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the changes include felling of several large trees aohding twelane entries and exits to the

roundabout on Hall Lanand Lowgates as well as restricting right turns to/from Eckingtoad,

creating a lefiin left-out arrangement.

This currentelatively quiet and leafy locatiomext to the memorial gardewill become a busy and
dangerous roundabout.

Figure6: Current view ofDuke St Rundabout



